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Visitors are welcome but must understand that they will not be 
covered by the club’s Public Liability Insurance, which covers the 
club and its members while on club walks or attending its social 
functions:  non-members would not be covered by our policy. 
 
The meeting place in Oxford for weekend walks is at a Park & 
Ride indicated as follows, leaving promptly at the time stated: 
 
PT Pear Tree ) 
RB Redbridge )   at all Park & Ride car 
SC Seacourt  )   parks meet near the exit 
TH Thornhill ) 
OP   Oxford Parkway (Formerly Water Eaton) 
 
Car sharing is arranged at the meeting place.  Leaders who live a 
long way out and go directly to the starting point of their walk 
must ensure that others with cars will be calling at the meeting 
place to collect walkers requiring transport.  Passengers are asked 
to offer, and drivers to accept, a contribution towards car-sharing 
costs.  The Committee recommends not less than 10p per mile per 
person.  Exceptionally, a walk may not meet at a Park & Ride and 
then details of the meeting point are given in the programme.  
 
Dogs may only be brought on walks with the permission of the 
leader(s), but please note exceptions indicated on the programme 
when dogs are definitely not allowed. 
 
Please bring sufficient drink, and a packed lunch.  Most walks 
include a lunch stop at a pub; but this cannot be guaranteed, nor 
the capacity of the pub to cater in the time available. 
 
Important Notes:  Gates should be left as they are found, i.e. 
open if open and closed if shut.  All walkers must keep the person 
behind them in sight (especially necessary in woods). 
 
The annual subscription (currently £6.00) is due on 1 October. 
Membership details are kept on computer. 
All cheques for any event are to be made payable to: 
Oxford and District HF Rambling Club 



 

SPECIAL EVENTS / ADVANCE NOTICE 
 
Pre-Christmas walk and lunch 
Sat 10th Dec A pre-booked lunch at the Kings Arms, Sandford. 

See newsletter. There will be a walk beforehand. 
See programme. 
 

Spring Social 
Sat 11th Mar Cutteslowe Pavillion 
 A bring and share supper followed by a talk by an 

invited speaker. 
  
Spring Group Weekend (for paid-up members only) 
Fri 24th–Mon 27th March   Chichester 
 See newsletter and booking form. 
  
  
NB: The number in brackets is the relevant OS Explorer map. 
  
If you require further information about a walk, please telephone 
the leader. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  



 

November 2022 
Sat 12 Nov Islip, Noke and Beckley (180) 8.4m 
9.30am OP   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
Sat 19 Nov Compton and the Ridgeway (170) 6m 
9.30am RB   
Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
Sat 26 Nov North & South Moreton  ( 170) 9.5m 
9.30am RB Start point car park on south side of  

Wittenham Clumps 
 

Leader: Julian Moody  
   
 
December 2022 
Sat 10 Dec Christmas lunch 4m 
10am RB See newsletter and booking form   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
Sun 25 Dec Christmas Day  
   
 
  



 

January 2023 
Sun 1 Jan New Years Day Folk Dance.   with   

Wantage Folk Dance club 
 

2.00-5.30pm Steventon Village Hall, nr Abingdon  
   
Sat 7 Jan Blenheim  5m 
10am  Optional lunch after.  

Meet at Hensington car park, 
Woodstock. Buses S3 and 7 

 

Leader: Sara Jolliffe  
   
Sat 14 Jan Ewelme (171) 5m 
9.30am RB Optional lunch after at Waterfront Cafe, 

Benson 
 

Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
Sat 21 Jan More of Oxford’s Green Spaces (170) 5m 
9.30am Meet at The Plain, finish Folly Bridge  
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
Sat 28 Jan Watlington & the Chilterns (171) 9m 
9.30am TH No pub  
Leader: Jim and Julia Ellison  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
February 2023 
Sat 11 Feb From Wallingford to North Stoke & the 

Ridgeway.  (171) 
8m 

 9.30am RB No Pub.  
Leader: Colin Gammon  
   
Sat 18 Feb Christmas Common, Ibstone and 

Turville Heath (171) 
8m 

9.30am RB   
Leader: Claire Drinkwater  
   
Sat 25 Feb Ardington and the Hendreds (170) 6m 
9.30am RB Optional lunch after at Grocer Chef 

Ardington 
 

Leader: Sue Pemberton  
   
 
March 2023 
Sat 4 Mar Naunton - Notgrove (OL45) 9m 
9.30am OP Diamond Way 9th Circular Walk  
Leader: Trevor Jennings  
   
Sat 11 Mar Spring Social  
 See newsletter  
   
Sat 18 Mar Shotover Country Park (180) 8m 
9.30am TH Various trails  (No facilities)  
Leader: Margaret Smith  
   
Fri 24 - 
Mon 27 Mar 

Spring weekend Chichester 
See newsletter and booking form 

 



 

 
April 2023 
Sat 1 Apr Northleigh & Finstock (180) 8m 
9.30am OP   
Leader: Janet Redfern  
   
Sun 9 Apr Easter Sunday  
   
Sat 15 Apr Part of The Ridgeway to Aldworth 8m 
9.30am RB (Landranger map 174)  Hilly  
Leader: Colin Gammon  
   
Sat 22 Apr Kidlington to Kirtlington  (180) 10m 
 Meet car park St Mary’s Church 

Kidlington 
 

Leader: Margaret Smith  
   
Sat 29 Apr White Horse Hill, Ashdown Estate & 

Waylands Smithy (170) 
9m 

9.30am SC   
Leader: Sue Pemberton 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Oxford and District 
HF Rambling Club 

 
www.oxford-hf-rambling.org.uk 

associated with HF holidays 

Newsletter October 2022 
 
 
From the chair 

I write this having just returned from the Autumn weekend at Symonds Yat. It was 
a most enjoyable weekend with some lovely, if at times challenging, walks. However, 
efforts were rewarded with great views of the Wye Valley and across to Wales. It was 
good to return to the comfort of the Paddocks Hotel at the end of the day. You can read 
a report of the weekend inside. 

We have enjoyed a full programme of walks this spring and summer, although a 
few fell victim to Covid or extreme heat. The return of the Dorchester Abbey tea walk 
proved popular, and some members enjoyed tea and croquet in Gillian’s garden after a 
walk round Iffley. A small group came to the Summer Supper at Sunningwell after a walk 
over Boars Hill. 

Looking ahead, we have the Christmas lunch at the Kings Arms, Sandford, to look 
forward to, also the Spring Weekend at Chichester. Booking forms for both of these are 
included with this mailing. There is also information about our Spring Social on 11th 
March. 

I wish everyone a happy festive season, and look forward to meeting up on walks 
and/or the various events. 
   
          Sue Pemberton 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Walking 

    This winter’s programme sees us 
taking to the Ridgeway – where better 
for wide views and plenty of fresh air? 
Closer to home, we have walks round 
Shotover, and in Oxford’s green spaces. 
There are plenty of opportunities for 
lunch too – as well as the Christmas 
lunch, January sees more shorter walks 
with optional lunch to follow.  
     Something for everyone, then – make 
sure you’re there! 



 

 

Spring Weekend  
 Friday 24th– Monday 27th March 2023 
 

 
 
Bosham Church and the Harbour 
 
The extensive Chichester Harbour area offers many fairly easy walks together with bird watching 
opportunities and a chance to visit some of the attractive villages such as Bosham, where 
according to legend, King Canute ordered the sea to retreat. There are also lovely downland 
walks to the north of Chichester with good views over Chichester Harbour. 
 
A booking form is enclosed with this mailing. Do fill it in and come and enjoy a great weekend in 
Sunny Sussex! 
 
 
 

Future events 
 
Christmas lunch     Meet at 10.00am at Redbridge for the  

Saturday 10th December  morning's walk, or at 12.30 for 1pm  
at The Kings Arms, Sandford on Thames 
to join us for lunch.   

      Bookings to Sara Joliffe by 30th November 
       
Spring social     A bring and share supper will be followed 

Saturday 11th March   by a speaker. 
      6pm at the Cutteslowe Pavilion  
           
Spring  Weekend    Premier Inn, Chichester 
 Fri 24th – Mon 27th March  See below for more details    
 
Reminder - it's never too soon to start thinking about walks for the next programme! 

Subscriptions 
 You are reminded that the annual subscription of £6 was due on 1st October. Cheques, 
made payable to Oxford and HF District Rambling Club, should be sent to the Membership 
Secretary, Julia Ellison, 8 School Close, Ickford, Aylesbury, HP18 9JQ. 
 
         

We will be based at the Chichester South 
Premier Inn which is a short walk from the 
city centre and also the bus and train 
stations. It will give us a good base to 
explore the cathedral, museums, galleries 
and walk the city walls.  Other attractions 
close to Chichester include Fishbourne 
Roman Palace, and the Weald & Downland 
Museum (home of the Repair Shop) at 
Singleton.  
 



          

Reports 
Summer Supper, Saturday 23rd July 
 This year we returned to The Flowing Well, Sunningwell, for the Summer Supper. The 
afternoon walk took us around the woods and fields of Boar’s Hill, including the Jarn Mound, 
created by archeologist sir Arthur Evans to view the dreaming spires of Oxford. Unfortunately, 
subsequent tree growth has obscured the view! Ten members then gathered for a drink on the 
terrace, followed by a delicious supper. 
 
AGM Saturday 22nd October 2022 

 The AGM was held on 22nd October at the White House on Abingdon Road. It was 
attended by fourteen members. Eight of us enjoyed a walk before led by Claire Drinkwater. 
Setting off from Redbridge, we walked through the meadows to Osney and returned via the 
Thames Path. After the meeting we had an excellent supper. 

The Chair reported that the club had had a normal year, with a full programme, as well as 
two weekends away, and social events. The club’s finances are in a healthy position, with all our 
events breaking even or showing a small surplus, and some additional funds in the bank. 

Beth Knight has stood down from the committee and we thank her for her years of 
service. It would be really good to have a replacement, so please consider if this is something 
you could do – co-option is possible! Please do get in touch if you would like to discuss the role. 
The remaining committee members were all re-elected. 

Thanks to Claire for leading the walk and to Sara for making all the arrangements. 
 
 

 
 
 

Autumn Weekend in the Wye Valley 
Friday 14th - Monday 17th October 2022 
 Fourteen club members enjoyed a 
sunny weekend in the Wye Valley and Forest 
of Dean. On Friday afternoon, we all met up 
for a walk around the sculpture trail at 
Beechenhurst Lodge, in the centre of the 
Forest. The four mile circuit took us past a 
variety of works, including the badger shelter, 
spade insects (created from garden trowels), 
and an impressive cast of the natural rock. We 
arrived in good time at The Paddocks Hotel. 

Saturday morning saw the group split 
up. Heather and Maggie went birdwatching at 
Cannop Ponds. Symonds Yat, with its 
spectacular views, was the destination for 

Sara, Gwen and Hilary, while Ros, Colin, 
Janet and Rachel set out for a walk by the 
river at Goodrich. 
 

 
 
Meantime, the intrepid five (Trevor, 

Margaret, Sue, Gwen and Claire) set out on 
the ‘demanding but rewarding’ High Meadows 
Trail. After crossing the river by the Biblins 
suspension bridge, we ascended steeply 
through the forest. The paths were many, and 
the route not always clear, but eventually we 
arrived at the spectacular viewpoint of Near 
Hearkening Rock. 
 

  



   After a hair-raising descent beneath the cliff, 
we made our way to a second viewpoint, at 
Buck’s Rock, for lunch. In the afternoon, we 
walked (briskly) through the Forest to 
Symond’s Yat, and took the unique hand -
pulled ferry back across the river. 
 On Sunday, the whole group joined 
together for a circular walk from Monmouth. 
This began by following the River Wye for 
about three miles, to the village of Redbrook. 
At times a pleasant stroll through green 
meadows, at others this became a narrow 
and precarious path along the steep bank. At 
Redbrook, we turned away from the water, 
and began our ascent of the Kymin. A gently 
rising track and footpath led us to the 
famous viewpoint, giving a panoramic 
prospect over the town of Monmouth.  
 

 

A steep descent brought us back to the town in 
time to get a welcome cup of tea, and to visit 
the famous fortified bridge over the Monnow. 
 

 
 
 On Monday morning, as the fine 
weather continued, ten of the group opted for a 
final walk near the River Severn. Described as 
a gentle walk with fine views, it proved rather 
more challenging than expected, with stiles, 
stepping stones and exuberant undergrowth to 
keep us on our toes. 
 Our thanks go to Colin, who discovered 
the excellent Paddocks Hotel, and made all the 
arrangements, and to Margaret and Trevor for 
leading the walks. 
 
   Claire Drinkwater 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


